CHAP, i                  THE MYTH OF ADONIS
Of the changes which the seasons bring with them, the Th<
most striking within the temperate zone are those which
affect vegetation. The influence of the seasons on animals, and of ^
though great, is not nearly so manifest Hence it is1JftM:mv
natural that in the magical dramas designed to dispel
winter and bring back spring the emphasis should be laid
on vegetation, and that trees and plants should figure in
them more prominently than beasts and birds. Yet the
two sides of life, the vegetable and the animal, were not
dissociated in the minds of those who observed the
ceremonies. Indeed they commonly believed that the tie
between the animal and the vegetable world was even
closer than it really is; hence they often combined the
dramatic representation of reviving plants with a real or a
dramatic union of the sexes for the purpose of furthering
at the same time and by the same act the multiplication
of fruits, of animals, and of men. To them the principle of
life and fertility, whether animal or vegetable, was one and
indivisible. To live and to cause to live, to eat food and to
beget children, these were the primary wants of men in the
past, and they will be the primary wants of men in the
future so long as the world lasts. Other things may be
added to enrich and beautify human life, but unless these
wants are first satisfied, humanity itself must cease to exist,
These two things, therefore, food and children, were what
men chiefly sought to procure by the performance of magical
rites for the regulation of the seasons.
Nowhere, apparently, have these rites been more widely
spondent," The Times Weekly Edition^     deterrent force. If in the following
May 24, 1907, p. 326). Again, speak-     pages a lack of logical unity fc ob-
ing of the people of the Lower Congo,     served, it must be put to the debit of
an experienced missionary describes     the native mind, as that lack of logical
their religious ideas as ** chaotic in the     unity really represent* the mistiness of
extreme and impossible to reduce to     their views," Sec Rev. John 11,
any systematic order. The same per-     Weeks, " Notes on some Customs ol
son will tell you at different times that     the Lower Congo People/' Folk*faic,
the departed spirit goes to the nether     xx. (1909) pp. 54 s$. Unles* w*
regions, or to a dark forest, or to the     allow for this innate capacity of ilit-
moon, or to the sun. There is no     human mind to entertain contradictory
coherence in their beliefs, and their     beliefs at the same time, we shall in
ideas about cosmogony and the future     vain attempt to understand the history
are very nebulous. Although they     of thought in general and of religion m
believe in punishment after death their     particular,
faith is so hazy that it has lost all its